
Introduction to Wood
What is wood?
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Trees…how do they benefit us?



Forests…

 Forest walks

 Fuel energy…renewable

 Atmosphere…balance of oxygen and carbon dioxide

 Material….paper, timber, bark

 Construction 

 Different types of forests….natural woodland vs tropical rainforest?



The timber industry…

 Policy of afforestation

 European average 31%......Ireland 10%



Other materials from trees…

 Wooden pellets and bark mulch



Irish context

 The government has increased spending hugely in the area of forestry in order 

to increase our forestry cover. Coillte are the body responsible for forestry in 

Ireland and work closely with the department of agriculture

 Initiatives for farmers/landowners???



Jobs in Forestry 

 Management of forests?

 Harvesting the trees?

 Tree care?

 Christmas tree farms?

 Sales?

 Manufactured boards?

 Carpentry

 Fuel?

 Arts/crafts

 Haulage?



The life cycle of a tree…










